due to the work of Wulfstan. William was well aware that scribes sent out to record information could easily take the easy option and make up most of the information, and so tasked Wulfstan to ensure the accuracy of the scribes’ work and gave him authority to chastise those who were not diligent in their work. 

It is most likely that during this work that Wulfstan came across the barbaric slave trade operating in Bristol, whereby men and children were kidnapped or sold by wealthy land owners and shipped to Ireland. Wulfstan’s persistent  and persuasive preaching quickly led to the trade being abolished.

Legacy

Wulfstan remained Bishop of Worcester for thirty-two years, until his death in 1095, at the age of eighty-seven. It is said that he died whilst washing the feet of the poor, a ritual he carried out every day.

Wulfstan was a legend before his death and people saw him as a miracle worker healing the sick and having miraculous influence over kings. Calls for Wulfstan to be made a saint were immediate after his death. It wasn’t until 1203 that the calls were answered when Pope Innocent III canonised Wulfstan and his feast day declared 19th January.

It is difficult to imagine a Long Itchingtonian having such a central role within our history. It is even more difficult to understand why he has practically disappeared into obscurity when his life was so well documented.

Whatever our religious or non-religious tendencies, Wulfstan is worth embracing as a remarkable human being. Wulfstan’s legacy must be his commitment, not only to his beliefs but to people, people of all walks of life and stature. Wulfstan had no pre-conceptions about people; in essence he treated everyone as equal and lavished on them equally respect, love and compassion. The lasting legacy to Wulfstan, greater than any monument, would be for people to try and live their life the ‘Wulfstan Way’, by showing humility, compassion and respect for our fellow man.

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH

There has been a church on the site of the present church probably since pre-Norman times, and although different from Wulfstan’s time I am sure there are some aspects he would recognise.

I am certain that one thing that has not changed in the last 1000 years is the peace and serenity felt whilst in the church. 

So take the time to pause your life momentarily and enjoy the tranquillity that thousands of others have enjoyed before you, or join fellow worshippers at one of the weekly services. 

By purchasing this leaflet the money raised will contribute to the ongoing work and maintenance of the church to safeguard it for future generations.

(Produced by Clive Taylor. 2006)

Saint Wulfstan

A Parish Saint
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Early life and Influences

Wulfstan was born in the village of Long Itchington in 1008, the third son of Aethelstan, a priest, and his mother Wulfgiva. Wulfstan’s only sister died shortly before he was born. 

Wulfstan was born into relative obscurity. Destined to become a monk or priest as his father and brothers, few, least of all Wulfstan himself, would have predicted the truly remarkable and influential life that he would lead.  

Throughout the history chroniclers have written elaborate stories and created myths and legends that have passed down through the centuries, many being added to along the way. However we are blessed with the fact that Wulfstan’s life was documented by his Chaplain and Chancellor Colman.
Colman was not the only chronicler of the time but we can rely on his works from comparison with other chroniclers of the period.

Wulfstan became a devout Christian and remained so throughout his life observing strict rules of chastity.  Despite his family influences towards the church, it is the tale of a sexual encounter with an amorous woman whilst at Long Itchington in his teens that sparked this life of strict celibacy and self–discipline. It would be intriguing to know exactly what went on with the ‘amorous woman’ that set him on such a path, and questionable whether or not such a modern day encounter would have such an effect! Nevertheless Wulfstan’s path was set and he entered the church at Hawkesbury, Gloucestershire, later moving to Worcester. 

Bishop and Counsel

It was in his time as a monk in the Priory at Worcester, that Wulfstan’s qualities of devotion and discipline became apparent. His regard for the poor was also well documented, notably baptising the children of the poor for free at a time when people had to pay in monetary terms to enter the Christian family. His work prompted discussion amongst the legates of the church, which culminated in the reluctant Wulfstan being invested as Bishop of Worcester by King Edward in 1062. 

During his time as Bishop Wulfstan became a trusted counsel to the great and good of the realm. Making visitations to his diocese, people would travel miles to see and hear his sermons, which preached morality and called for political stability. 

It was Wulfstan’s desire to create political stability throughout the realm that would be one of his lasting legacies.  

The events of 1066, the invasion of Britain by the Norman William the Conqueror, the Battle of Hastings, and the death of King Harold are well documented. What is not so well known is the influence of Wulfstan at a time when the English culture could have been eradicated forever. 

The perception is that the Normans invaded a relatively primitive, lawless and uncultured country, but this could not be further from the truth. England was governed by the King and Council along with its appointed Lords and Bishops with tax collecting powers. William’s intentions were to remove the established powers and replace them with Norman Lords and allies and effectively replace Englishness with Norman customs and traditions. William did succeed to some extent and quickly removed the Lords and Bishops from their sees. Wulfstan himself was ordered to handed over his crosier and bishops ring at a meeting held at Westminster. Wulfstan refused saying he would only surrender them to Edward the King who had invested him, with that he struck his crosier into the Confessor’s tomb and returned to his seat. Several attempts were made by Norman clergy to remove the crosier, none of them succeeding. Wulfstan was ordered to take the crosier and with ease he removed the crosier from the tomb. Hearing of the incident William allowed Wulfstan to retain his see as the Bishop of Worcester, the only Englishman to do so. 

Wulfstan set about using his influence to preserve Englishness, continuing to write in English rather than Latin as preferred by the Normans. He also persuaded William to retain many of the English laws and customs and continued to fight for the poor and needy. 

Wulfstan became highly regarded and trusted by William and a measure of William’s trust is Wulfstan’s involvement in the creation of the Domesday Book. The Domesday book is well regarded as an accurate record of the country, and a snap shot of the country during the early years of Norman rule, but its accuracy is largely 
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