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PCC Report for April 2009 - April 2010 
 
The PCC met 8 times during the year for regular meetings, plus one 
extraordinary meeting in April 2009 regarding the tower. Numerous 
topics were discussed throughout the year, including maintenance, 
budgets, and plans for special activities and services. All meetings 
commence and finish with prayer. 
 
Changes in PCC personnel at the beginning of the year were:- 
 
New members :  Brian Southam, Graham Dickson, David Pink 

Elizabeth Taylor 
 
Standing down : Gary Heritage, Clive Bell 
 
Items discussed have included : 
 
Building 
 

Unsurprisingly, the Tower Project and associated fundraising initiatives 
have occupied a large proportion of discussion time at PCC over the 
year. Thanks to all involved, both for keeping the project on-track and 
providing the required financing. See elsewhere for more detailed 
reports. 
 
Finances 
 

The church finances are now well under control, allowing us to budget 
and plan ahead much more effectively. The introduction of internet 
banking has also helped speed up transactions. Thanks to Clive and the 
finance committee for their hard work. 
 
Parish Share & Missionary Giving 
 

We have been able to meet our commitments this year, thanks to careful 
budgeting, and also helped by the Giving Day in February. 
 
Deanery  
 

Trevor has kept us updated with Deanery issues.  A revision to the way 
Parish Shares are calculated is now in place, which appears to be both 
fairer and easier to keep up to date. 
 
Parish Planning 
 

The Parish Council continues to use the church hall for their meetings. 
�
 
 
 

�
“The Tower Project and 
associated fundraising 
initiatives have 
occupied a large 
proportion of discussion 
time at PCC over the 
year.” 
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Training  
 

Leadership and prayer training has been undertaken during the year. 
 
Electrics 
 

Further work has been undertaken, to keep the electrics within safety 
regulations, and to improve the sound system. 
 
Church Bibles 
 

More NIV Bibles were added, making a total of 60, plus 5 large print 
ones. Many have been dedicated. Thanks to all who have contributed. 
�
Welcome Pack 
 

Graham & Moira are putting this together. It should be available later this 
year. 
 
Ministry Leadership Team 
 

Dave Richardson has kept us up to date with developments across the 
Feldon Group. 
 
Special Activities & Services 
 

There have been many special activities during the year. These have 
included : 
 

·  Gordon Giltrap concert. 
·  Village Cook Book. 
·  Beetle Drive. 
·  Kids Sleep-Over & Disco. 
·  Women’s Breakfasts. 
·  Back to Church Sunday. 
·  Shoebox/Christmas Child. 
·  Christmas Tree Festival. 
·  Posada during Advent. 
·  Barn Dance at Radford Semele in January. 
·  Coffee Mornings. 
·  Men’s events: Breakfasts, Treasure Hunt, Scalextric evening. 
·  Art Exhibition in March went very well. 
·  Quality Time, 1st Sunday each month, continues from strength to 

strength. 
 
A busy and productive year then. Thanks be to God, who continues to 
guide us, and answer our prayers. 
 
John Taylor, Secretary 
 
 

“There have been 
many special activities 
during the year.” 
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Churchwarden’s Reports 
 
As in previous annual reports, we have divided our report into two sections.  
The first reporting on the work maintaining the church building, the second 
being in terms of people, worship and mission.  As you will see, the building 
itself has taken a great deal of members’ time and resources, but this has 
resulted in an outreach across the whole community. We have witnessed 
God’s hand guiding us in His direction, and seen His house full of people at 
various events throughout the year.  It is important that the church building 
does not distract us from the work of ‘Building His  Church’ here at Bishop’s 
Itchington. 

 
1. The Church Building �
We have had many visitors within our building, coming to advise us as we 
collate information and quotations for the work needed for our church to 
stay open.  We have received many welcoming comments regarding the 
warmth of feeling that exists when people come through our doors, and 
encouraging remarks appertaining to the building itself.  Many of these have 
been from members of other churches, which is very encouraging. 
 
The versatility of the church has proved to be a success, and events have 
taken place that would not have been possible with the fixed pews.  We 
have been able to purchase additional folding chairs as a result of 
donations from people in the village. This further enhances the scope of 
flexibility with seating arrangements. 
 
We have received a substantial donation for the completion of the sound 
system, and efforts are underway to reposition the mixer board and reroute 
cables underground.  This will ensure that all will be able to hear clearly 
what is being said in all services, no matter where they are within the main 
body of the church. 
 
As you are aware, we are stepping out in faith and venturing into a project 
that will ensure that we continue to worship at St Michael’s for many years.  
The Tower Fund will see repairs completed to the tower itself, the chancel 
arch and  vestry; and for the first time we will have an adequate drainage 
system, which will eliminate problems that have plagued the building for 
many years.  We have raised through grants, donations and fundraising, in 
excess of £60K towards the church’s contribution to the funds required, but 
we still need to raise approximately £5K to ensure we have all the money 
needed for the work.  We are also hopeful that we can obtain grants to 
restore the clock, and have the bells sounding across the village once more.  
This latter work is outside the grant from English Heritage, and we need to 
apply for grants for these items.  
 
We continue to see other groups using our church facilities.  The Parish 
Council, Scout leaders and other small groups all use the hall for their 
various meetings, and we have recently hosted a second, very successful 
Art Exhibition & Sale over a complete weekend.  The versatility of the 
church building has enabled us to do this and again see us welcoming 
many people into God’s house. 
 

�
�
�  It is important that the 
church building does 
not distract us from the 
work of ‘Building His  
Church’ here at 
Bishop’s Itchington” 
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With this increased activity, an additional  fire escape from the main body of 
the church has been created.  The original side door in the vestry is now 
available for use; this has involved the original lock being serviced, and 
additional slide bolts being placed in position to aid security.  This additional 
exit is necessary when a large congregation is anticipated such as the Carol 
Service and Remembrance Service.  Signs are now in place in selected 
positions to assist and guide people out of the building in an emergency.   
 
Jim Beeston 
 
2. Building The Church  
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“The attendance at 
regular services has 
increased to an average 
of forty to fifty people 
and their children each 
week.”  
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It is also encouraging to see Just4fun continue to be a popular social 
evening for adults.  The Crafty Cuppa is very much appreciated and 
reaches out into village life.  We have enjoyed several women’s 
breakfasts in Knightcote.  These are providing good outreach 
opportunities and are increasing in popularity.  The men too enjoy their 
regular fry up once a month.  MOET activities have once again reached 
those outside the church and have been enjoyable and successful. 
Thank you to those people who mastermind these events.  Be 
encouraged. 
 
The Tiddler continues to be a vital church publication.  We are now 
running off 65 copies a month !  Grateful thanks go to Julie Beeston for 
her extreme dedication and faithfulness. 
 
The Feldon Group offers inter church support. There have been regular 
joint church wardens and other meetings to share ideas.  Administration 
has been centralised. 
 
This year has been a particularly busy year for us as we have been 
working extremely hard as a congregation to raise money to rebuild the 
church tower. We are very grateful to those on the building committee 
who have given so much of their time in faithful service.  Equally, we 
appreciate the fund raising team who have had so much enthusiasm 
and courage to put on a variety of events.  We have almost reached our 
target.  A time to reflect on God’s goodness and generosity. 
 
We have lots of ideas of new things to do.  We hope to set up a lending 
library, refurbish the crèche, create a quiet area for praying together 
after services and make a comprehensive welcome pack for new 
members to name but a few. 
 
To summarize, we feel that we have seen God working in the life of our 
church so abundantly.  The result of our fundraising has not only been 
monetary. Our efforts have brought lots of new faces into our building, 
and brought us together as a team.  Let’s be encouraged and thankful 
and continue to build God’s kingdom over the next twelve months. 
 
Elizabeth Taylor 
�
 
 
 

�
�
“Let’s be encouraged 
and thankful and 
continue to build God’s 
kingdom over the next 
twelve months.”��
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Finance Report 
 

Luke 12:35-38 
 

"Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men waiting for 
their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. I tell you the truth, 
he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come 
and wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 
 

We left 2008 with a massive challenge on our hands with regard to 
finance. Our Lord has not found us asleep, as the passage warns us not 
to be. Once again we have dug deep into our hearts and responded to his 
call in so many ways. Our finances are never easy; we are not blessed 
with a huge surplus at year end but we did make it into the black yet 
again. Praise the Lord. 
 

We did the work on His house that we needed to in order that the electrics 
were safe and we managed to fully pay for it before turning our minds and 
wallets towards the Tower and the Chancel Arch. We even managed a 
huge increase in our Parish share again. 
 

That repair work is yet to happen but we have embarked on the fund 
raising road with energy and enthusiasm and made a fine start to what is 
a challenging target. 2010 will see it all happen and we should end up with 
a church that remains solid and serviceable for many years to come. 
 

I was reminded the other night of the length of time some of have been 
part of St Michael’s. I still consider myself as a relative newcomer after 
only twenty years but in that short time God has richly blessed us as a 
group of Christians and he has never left us wanting. 2009 was no 
exception. We left the year with a small surplus as is shown in the 
accounts and a pot of money ready to start the tower and arch work. 
 

As a finance committee we have the privilege of monitoring giving and 
expenditure and with that responsibility comes the worry that we will not 
be able to pay for everything we need, let alone want. But as the year has 
progressed we have sat there and said a prayer of thanks each time we 
have met for his glorious provision for us. We often acknowledge that 
some of this giving is real widows might stuff and it is very humbling 
indeed to be part of that side of our work. 
 

Glancing at the accounts, and that is all I expect any of you to do, you will 
notice the results of a more consistent giving pattern, better management 
of Gift Aid, and a more flexible way to understand our position.  
 

2010 will be a challenging year as we seek to finally raise the last amount 
we need to do this building project and before our eyes see it all happen. 
Let us not fear it but count it as God demonstrating to us his love for us as 
we show our love for him in return. 
 
Clive Purser, Treasurer 
 

�
�
“God has richly blessed 
us as a group of 
Christians and he has 
never left us wanting.”  
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Repairs to the Tower and Chancel Arch 
 
In March 2009 the PPC voted to accept the stage 1 grant from English 
Heritage and proceed with the investigative work to find out exactly what 
was wrong with the tower and chancel arch, what had caused them to 
fail and what work was required to renovate them. An architect (Mark 
Evans) and a structural engineer (Clive Haywood) were appointed and 
they oversaw the investigations. The investigation of the tower showed 
that as suspected the upper section needed to be rebuilt and the rest of 
the stonework required significant repair work as well. The investigations 
into the cracking of the chancel arch showed that the reason why the 
supporting buttress was failing to hold the arch together was because all 
of the drains on the south side of the church are either broken or are 
completely blocked. 
 
At the same time as this work was being carried out there has been a 
concerted effort to raise the funds needed to match the English Heritage 
grant. In total we have had to raise over £68,000 before 23 March 2010 
to be able to claim the second stage of the English Heritage grant of 
£161,000. Fundraising through a lot of hard work (and fun) by events 
organised by a dedicated band of people, grant writing and personal 
donations meant that we were close enough to our target (we still need 
to raise approximately £6,000) for the PCC to go ahead with the repairs. 
We have now applied for our stage 2 grant and hope to have 
confirmation of the funding soon; we have retained Mark Evans as our 
architect and after a tendering process have appointed Crofts as our 
main contractors for the work.  
 
The work will probably start early June and is planned to take 6 months 
to complete. There is obviously going to be some mess and disruption 
(especially when the drains are being re-laid) but it is not anticipated that 
the church will need to be closed during the period of the work. When all 
the work is finished you may not notice that much different (which is 
what English Heritage want) except the weather vane and clock will be 
re-gilded and the internal plaster will have been repaired. However, the 
tower will be safe, as will be the chancel arch and the roofs, valley 
gutters and all of the guttering and downpipes will all be in good order. 
 
Together with all the work that we have done to improve the inside of the 
church this will make the church a building we can then use as a 
resource to continue to engage with our village community – the 
fundraising events have already done this. We may even be able to ring 
the bells again! 
 
David Pink 
 
 

�
 
“All of the drains on the 
south side of the 
church are either 
broken or are 
completely blocked.”  
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Deanery Synod 
 
Southam Deanery Synod met four times in 2009. Following is a 
summary of the main agenda items covered during the year. 
 
Thursday 5 March 2009  (St Michael’s Church, Stockton) 
·  David Richardson, Treasurer, presented a set of accounts for the 

year ending 21 Dec 2008, together with a budget for 2009. No levy 
on the parishes would be required for 2009. 

·  It was a cause of disappointment that Coventry Diocese had declined 
to put on the diocesan synod’s agenda our request for a debate that 
would open the way for the parishes of Southam Deanery to pay the 
parish shares into a new common deanery fund from which the 
deanery’s quota would be paid to the diocese (rather than each 
parish paying it’s share directly to Coventry). 

·  The CPAS ‘Growing Leaders’ course, open to anyone in the deanery, 
had been completed. 

·  The Bishop of Warwick had licensed the Revd Michael Greig as 
priest-in-charge of Priors Hardwick, Priors Marston and 
Wormleighton. This meant that Michael was now Group Minister of 
the six parishes subsequently known as the Bridges Group. This 
group is comprised of the three aforementioned parishes plus 
Napton, Stockton and Lower Shuckburgh. [The Revd Bob Clucas 
would subsequently be employed part-time.] 

·  A number of home Bible Study groups had been set up following the 
Deanery Alpha Course held at the Tarsus Restaurant in the autumn 
of 2008. 

·  The Revd Craig Groocock (Harbury and Ladbroke and Deanery 
Missioner) has set up a Mission Committee comprising some ten 
people. The initial aims of the group would be to (a) enable and assist 
parishes in the deanery to engage in evangelism; (b) engage in 
children’s outreach; (c) plan a mission weekend; and (d) set up a 
course of training in one-to-one evangelism open to all in the 
deanery. 

 
Thursday 2 July 2009  (St Mary’s Church, Priors Hardwick) 
·  Jane Workman was appointed Deanery Treasurer following David 

Richardson’s term of office. 
·  Reports were given on good practices in Southam Deanery with the 

following being particularly noted: (a) growing success of Quality 
Time in Bishops Itchington, Radford Semele and Weston-under-
Wetherley; (b) presentations given by the Pilgrim Puppets, based in 
Hunningham; (c) successful meetings of Messy Church in Southam 
and Ufton; and (d) the Prayer Stall continued to be a feature of the 
Farmers’ Market in Southam. 

·  A ‘Friends of Southam Deanery’ account had been set up. This is a 
common fund into which parishes may pay voluntary contributions in 
order to give financial support to any (smaller) parish struggling to 
pay its Parish Share. At 2 July 2009 the fund stood at £500. 

�
�
“A number of home 
Bible Study groups had 
been set up following 
the Deanery Alpha 
Course held at the 
Tarsus Restaurant in 
the autumn of 2008.” 
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·  The Revd Tim Britton gave a report on the last Diocesan Synod 
meeting. The main item was a discussion on Bishop Christopher’s 
report ‘Signposts for the Future’ and in particular his hopes/intentions 
to gradually move to having one archdeacon instead of two, and 
giving the rural/area deans more responsibility. 

·  David Clarke, Lay Chair, presented his report ‘Responsibilities of the 
Deanery’ in which he encouraged greater lay participation in the life 
and witness of the churches of the deanery in order to support the 
workload borne by the reduced number of clergy. 

·  The Diocesan Director for Social Responsibility, the Revd John Hall 
led a session to try to discover and identify the major social concerns 
within Southam Deanery. 

 

Thursday 24 September 2009  (Holy Trinity Church, Long Itchington) 
·  News from the parishes: (a) Priors Marston Church benefited from 

£5,000 raised at the ‘Vintage and Classic Vehicle Day’ on 5th Sept; 
(b) a newly-formed youth group had been launched in Harbury, 
meeting on Sunday evenings; (c) All Saints’ Church, Ladbroke, was 
about to launch its own website; (d) Messy Church was going well in 
Southam and Ufton and was about to start in Radford Semele; (e) 
Southam Church’s marathon Bible Reading in July raised over 
£2,000 for church funds. 

·  Paddy Taylor (Hunningham), leader of the Deanery Treasurers’ 
Group, reported that the increase in the Deanery Share for 2010 set 
by Coventry Diocese would be 4.5%. 

·  David Rutherford (Ladbroke) urged Southam Deanery to consider 
what its future make-up might be in the light of Bishop Christopher’s 
proposal to review deanery boundaries. [Do we wish to stay a small 
deanery or would we like to merge with another deanery, or grow by 
taking in parishes from another deanery, etc.] 

 

Thursday 3 December 2009  (St Michael’s, Bishops Itchington) 
·  Notices: (a) the new Diocesan Safeguarding Office (child protection) 

was Carol Clarke [not our Carol Clarke!] Mrs Clarke is willing to give 
presentations to the deaneries; (b) Confirmation services in 
Leamington on 15 May 2010; (c) Hunningham’s Pilgrim Puppets 
would give Christmas performances in Bishops Itchington and 
Weston-under-Wetherley; (d) a successful Christmas Tree Festival 
had been held in Bishops Itchington. 

·  A presentation was given by the ‘Parish Share Review Group’, a 
group formed by diocese to consider whether a new method of 
allocating the Parish Share among the eleven deaneries of Coventry 
Diocese could be established. They were reviewing (a) whether to 
allocate the share to the deaneries or to the parishes; and (b) how to 
determine the level of share for each deanery. Their initial proposal is 
to base the level of each deanery’s share on the number of 
stipendiary (paid) clergy within the deanery. The scheme would 
incorporate a Support Fund for those deaneries who could not initially 
meet the cost of their clergy. Any such proposal would be subject to a 
three-year introductory process. 

�
 
“The scheme would 
incorporate a Support 
Fund for those 
deaneries who could 
not initially meet the 
cost of their clergy.”�
��
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·  Deanery Synod had accepted Standing Committee’s 
recommendation that each group of parishes should, in turn, give a 
presentation of the life of the churches within their group at future 
meetings of synod. Peter Jackson from Priors Marston gave a lively 
presentation. Future presentations would be given by the Feldon 
Group, Harbury/Ladbroke, the Bridges Group, and Southam. 

·  Jane Workman’s first set of accounts were presented to synod and 
approved. 

·  Paddy Taylor reported that the Friends of Southam Deanery Fund 
had received the following receipts: Bishops Itchington £250, 
Wormleighton £450, Hunningham £260, Long Itchington £200, the 
Bridges Group £175, Radford Semele £2,500. These funds would be 
used to offset the shortfall in the Deanery Share (leaving £100 in the 
account). This would still leave a shortfall of £1,600 in the Deanery 
Share for 2009. Rural Dean, the Revd John Armstrong, thanked 
Paddy for his work and acknowledged that Paddy would be standing 
down from the post of leader of the Deanery Treasurers’ Group 
following the 2010 Annual Parochial Church Meetings. 

 
Trevor & Lorraine Letchford 
 
 
Electoral Roll 
 
There are 66 people on the Electoral Roll as at 11th April 2010, with 2 
deletions and 2 additions during the past year. 
 
Deletions:  Wallace Bradley 
  Percy Hyde 
  (both deceased) 
 
Additions:  Tracy Southam 
  Nick Molesworth 
 
Lorraine Letchford (Electoral Roll Officer) 
 
Crafty Cuppa 
 
We have made quite a big difference to our Air Ambulance donation this 
year. We were able to give £2000 to Jo Payne, who came to collect the 
cheque in February. 
Our meetings at the Memorial Hall are on the last Friday in every month. 
Our money is raised by raffles, stall holders fees, and donations. 
Over the last six months we have been inundated with requests for stalls 
and have had to put off some until the next month. 
Most people seem to enjoy their visit to this event and find it more of a 
social event, where tea and chat are the main object of the visit. 
 
Phyllis Taylor 
 

�
“There are 66 people 
on the Electoral Roll as 
at 11th April 2010.”�
��
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Senior Citizen’s Service 
 

We have continued to meet monthly on a Tuesday afternoon for a 
relaxed, short service, followed by refreshments and chat. This is a 
lovely time of fellowship together, praying for the needs of the village, 
exploring the Bible together and singing some favourite hymns. We 
enjoyed Communion together on one occasion. We meet in the Church 
Hall, and on one occasion, in the Vicarage. 
 

It has been good to welcome some new faces this year, and as always, 
we are extremely grateful to those who bring a wonderful array of home-
baked cakes, scones, and other delights to send us on our way 
nourished physically as well as spiritually. 
 
Martin Green 
 
Women’s Breakfast 
 

The Women’s Breakfast, held in Knightcote Village hall, continues to 
attract newcomers each time. We have been pleased to welcome ladies 
from Fenny Compton for the first time this year, as well as regulars from 
Bishops Itchington, Harbury, Southam, Napton, Radford Semele , 
Warwick and Knightcote. 
 

We have had four speakers this year who have entertained and 
informed the ladies on a variety of subjects. 
 

Jenny Andrews related her experiences as a missionary in Rwanda at 
the height of the troubles, whilst Sandy and Andrew Morgan talked 
about their time in Kenya at a missionary school and of the founding of a 
cottage industry amongst the Kenyan women. 
 

Our Christmas speaker s, back by popular request, were Steph and 
Geoff Devlin from the Leamington Christian Mission. Ladies who 
attended donated a wide range of clothes, bedding, toiletries and food to 
support the amazing work the mission does amongst the disadvantaged 
in Leamington and Warwick. 
 

Most recently, Christina Davies, an American doctor, gave a very 
moving and inspiring talk on the work of the World Disaster Response 
Ministry, of which she is a team member. She focused on the aid given 
to the victims of the Haiti earthquake. 
 

Substantial and much appreciated cash donations have once again 
been given to all of the above organizations. 
 

Ladies continue to invite their friends and neighbours to enjoy a hearty 
cooked breakfast followed by fascinating life stories of very ordinary 
Christian women doing extraordinary things. 
 
Moira Dickson 
 

�
 
 
 
 
" Women’s Breakfast 
continues to attract 
newcomers.”�
��
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JUST4FUN 
 
Just4Fun is a church social event which takes place on the first Friday of 
the month from 7.30 pm – 10.30 pm. Venues vary as a number of 
church members open their homes on a rota basis.  Details of the next 
Just4Fun can always be found in the Tiddler magazine.  
Everyone is welcome, including friends.   There is a pool supper, and 
people bring donations of food and drink with them.   
 
Just4fun has been running successfully since May 2008 and has 
become an established part of life at St Michael’s Church. The aim is to 
offer an opportunity for relaxing with friends (old and new) and providing 
a chance to catch up on family news etc. which isn’t always possible on 
a Sunday morning.  
 
For more details please do not hesitate to ring Trevor and Lorraine 
Letchford on 01926 612574. 
 
 
 
Wednesday Evening Housegroup 
 
We try to meet every week, but occasionally circumstances prevent us 
from doing so, to look at a Bible passage together, understand what it 
means, and then see how the principles apply to our own lives or 
perhaps to think through an issue with a biblical mind together.  
 
We started this year with continuing our journey through the Old 
Testament. And thoroughly enjoyed our time together reminding 
ourselves of the importance of seeing the Cross through the Old 
Testament and discovering it was God’s very special and final solution 
to our disobedience.  
 
We then went on to look at Ephesians, Titus and now are into 1 Peter. 
As a group of 8 we have enjoyed learning and praying together and 
talking through various issues that affect our daily lives and seeing how 
the Bible provides answers to our very real questions, as God reveals 
himself through his word, also seeing God answer our regular prayers in 
marvellous ways. Do join us if you would like to come on this journey of 
discovery with us, you would be more than welcome. 
 
Clive Purser 
 
 
 
 

�
“We have enjoyed 
learning and praying 
together.”�
��
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Welcome House Group 
 
For the past few months we have struggled through Revelation. We 
have found that reading this has shown us that to honour and worship 
God our supreme being is the most important objective in being a true 
Christian. We are currently going through the Lent Course that Martin 
has devised, and enjoying the journey. 
 
There are between six and seven of us, but during this winter we have 
been less when we have met. We meet at each other’s houses so that 
some of us don’t have to leave home to meet up. We are quite an avid 
group, who miss our meetings when we have to cancel. We also like the 
opportunity to speak freely in our group and bring up issues that we 
don’t understand, or those that we worry about. We don’t always solve 
our worries, but at least we air them and share them. 
 
Phyllis Taylor 
 
 
The Tiddler 
 
The Tiddler continues to appear in church on the last Sunday of each 
month.  It has been necessary to increase the number of copies within 
the last year to 60 plus, so that is encouraging. We continue to email 
some Tiddlers, and also deliver some by post and by hand to people 
who perhaps do not come to church every week.  If you know of anyone 
that you feel would like one put through their door, please do so.  We 
continue to attempt to provide as much information as possible on 
services/events in our church, and to include articles that encourage us 
in our journey of faith - plus a little humour on the way!  During the past 
year The Tiddler has been an important communication tool for the 
many fund-raising events for the Tower Fund that have been organized 
– so thank you to all who have provided that information.  We also 
appreciate so much all who so faithfully provide us with regular 
information/articles each month.  It is not always a quick task writing an 
article for The Tiddler and very often the task is squeezed into an 
already very busy schedule – so thank you.  We think there are some 
aspects of our church life that are not included in Tiddler at present, so 
we are hoping to address these in the coming year.  As always, we 
welcome any comments in areas where we are falling short in what we 
provide through The Tiddler.   
 
We do hope that all who read The Tiddler feel as challenged and 
encouraged as we do when we receive and collate the articles.  We give 
thanks to God for all that He faithfully provides for us as a Church.  We 
pray that this coming year, as God’s Church at St Michael’s continues to 
grow, so The Tiddler will continue to grow! 
 
Julie & Jim Beeston 
 

�
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Explorers (Sunday School) 

Our Explorers group continues to thrive. Numbers vary but we generally 
see about 8 or 9 children each week, with an age range of around 5 to 
12 years old. Sessions are based on Bible stories and themes and we 
pray together, as well as being very creative. A point for prayer is that 
we are increasingly conscious that our upper age group would benefit 
from more in-depth teaching. At present, however, they seem content to 
continue with Explorers and we do try to cater for them as much as we 
can. 

 The leaders are Janet Heritage, Louise Green and occasionally 
Elizabeth Taylor. 

Louise Green 
Janet Heritage 
 
 
Church Youth Group 

 
We meet in the evenings on alternative Sundays, from 6pm until 
7.30pm. 
 
We are few in number but we have very lively discussions. We started 
off this year by looking at Rob Bell dvds and discussing their meaning to 
us.  
 
We then decided to work our way through the Bible as some of us felt 
that our knowledge of the books of the Bible was sketchy, especially the 
Old Testament.  We began with Genesis and looked at Abraham, the 
other key stories in Genesis were mentioned and talked about.  We then 
went on to Exodus and the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments.  
We looked at Joshua and asked Martin to come and reconcile the 
vengeful God in the Old Testament and the loving God in the New 
Testament.  
 
We have just looked at Ruth and discussed what it tells us about Jewish 
life and its parallels with the Christian life. 
 
We drink tea and water and eat chocolate biscuits and shortbread 
biscuits, we share our thoughts and feelings with each other. 
 
If you would like to join us you are very welcome if you are aged 14 or 
over. 
 
Dave & Mary Richardson 

�
“We are few in number 
but we have very lively 
discussions.”�
��
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Tower Fundraising Group 
 
We began our task by compiling a long list of possible fundraising ideas 
which we whittled down to those which we felt would be achievable and 
appropriate. Our first event was a Beetle Drive which proved to be 
popular and great fun! It raised about £100 which surprised us a bit – 
we’d guessed it might bring in around £40! However, it was a really 
encouraging start.  Other events have been listed elsewhere, but the 
highlights were probably the Gordon Giltrap concert and the Christmas 
Tree Festival. We all also enjoyed the Art Exhibition weekend and were 
grateful to Trevor and others who steered that through. 
Martin has also been able to give the Tower Fund just over £1000 from 
the sales and donations resulting from his CD’s (copies still available). 
  
As a group, we have been delighted that the events, while being staged 
with the primary motive of raising money for the Tower, have also been 
a great way for us as a church to get together with others in our 
community. There has been a lot of goodwill and neighbourliness about 
the events which has made so many of them really enjoyable. We would 
particularly like to thank the village Women’s Institute for their generous 
help with refreshments on more than one occasion. 
 
Coming up: 
 
We’re delighted that Kevin Hicks has agreed to deliver one of his history 
talks at a dinner which we’re organising for 22nd May in Knightcote 
Village Hall. He has also offered to run a “have-a-go archery” event at 
the Village Carnival in July, so do look out for more details of those. 
Gordon Giltrap has also offered to make a return visit in the Autumn.  
 
This year, as our Christmas fundraiser, we hope to produce a St 
Michael’s “through the year” Church Calendar and Karen Woldanski has 
been taking photos since last November which we hope to use. So, 
don’t buy ALL your presents too early – earmark a few of your friends for 
a calendar … 
 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has helped to make the events so 
successful and rewarding. And, if you haven’t been to one of the coffee 
mornings yet – just hold one of your own, or why not make it a tea party 
or dinner? All you have to do is invite a few friends round and ask them 
for £2 each towards the Fund in aid of their local church. It’s as easy as 
that! 
 
Louise Green (on behalf of the Tower Fundraising Group) 
 

 
“The highlights were 
probably the Gordon 
Giltrap concert and the 
Christmas Tree 
Festival.”�
� 


